Hybrid Hazelnuts
Philip Rutter, Presenter

· Hazelnut plant breeder from Badgersett Research Corporation (http://www.badgersett.com/) in Minnesota
· Connected with the Northern Nut Grower’s Association

· Started the Meadowview Chestnut Research Farm

Hazelnut Facts:
· Two native species- American and Beat

· Drought and flood tolerant; very resilient

· Competes well with fescue/grasses

Production:

· Can plant small seedlings with a tobacco planter @ a rate of 4,000 seedlings/day with 98% survivability given sufficient fertilization and water

· Space rows 8’ apart and plants 5’ apart within rows; will leave enough room for a riding mower to fit in between the rows

· Wind pollinated

· Start producing at age 3-5. Those that produce at age 5 yield 2-3x more than those that start at age 3

· Roots can reach down farther than 10’ in length and out over 12’ wide; this increases their survival in times of drought, because of the ability to tap into underground water sources and reserved energy
· 1 hybrid shrub can produce 9.75lbs or 3,000lbs/acre dry kernels and 5,000lbs/acre dry nutshells
· Fertilize in the first year

· Coppice every 8-10 years; will loose about 2 years of fruiting after each cutting, but yield will be higher in the end/over the shrub’s lifespan

Pest/Disease:

· Spraying for pests/diseases is not recommended. There may be a high pest/disease problem in the first year, but as predators (wasps, frogs, etc.) find the pests, they begin to serve the same purpose as chemical sprays.

· Pests include beetles, squirrels, deer, etc.

· Deer will eat male catkins in winter for food, but not branches

· Eastern Filbert Blight only affects European hazels

Harvest:

· August-September

· Machine harvesters, such as a blueberry picker, may be needed for large scale operations

· These harvest machines will only collect 50%; the rest will need to be hand picked afterwards
· Phillip’s blueberry picker cost $60-70k

· Husker machine can be used to de-shell; often farmers will make their own

